
 
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 
Petition Number: PE1080
 
Main Petitioner: Lawrence Marshall 
 
Subject: Calls for the re-introduction of passenger services on 
Edinburgh’s south suburban railway 
 
Background 
 
The Edinburgh Suburban and South Side Junction Railway1 (“the sub”) 
opened in 1884.  The railway was built principally to relieve freight congestion 
on the main line between Portobello and Haymarket stations as well as 
providing a passenger service to South Edinburgh’s expanding Victorian 
suburbs.  There were six stations on the line, Gorgie, Craiglockhart, 
Morningside, Blackford Hill, Newington and Duddingston and a number of 
goods yards.  Together with existing lines, with stations at Portobello, Piershill, 
Abbeyhill, Waverley and Haymarket, the railway formed a 14 mile circular 
route around southern and central Edinburgh.  
 
The railway closed to passenger services on 10 September 1962, although it 
remains in use today for freight traffic and as a diversionary route, avoiding 
Waverley and Haymarket stations, for passenger services. 
 
Study into Re-opening the Sub to Passenger Services 
 
In 2002 the City of Edinburgh Council commissioned consultants to 
investigate the feasibility of re-opening the sub to passenger services.  The 
consultant’s report, published in March 2004, concluded that “…there is a 
case, albeit a weak one, for the re-introduction of passenger services on the 
ESSR. The most appropriate service in the short-term would appear to be to 
extend North Berwick to Waverley/Haymarket services to Niddrie. This option 
would require ongoing revenue support however.”   
 
The consultants estimated the capital cost of upgrading the sub to 
accommodate a half hourly Edinburgh Waverley-Niddrie service, half of which 
would start at North Berwick and half at Edinburgh Waverley, at £15m (2003 
prices).  ScotRail would require an additional subsidy of approximately 
£0.98m per annum (2003 prices) to provide this service.   The Cost/Benefit 
ratio of this proposal over a 30 year period was calculated at 1.64, with the 
cash value of the benefits over that period calculated as £27.3m.  These 
figures include savings due to a reduction in road accidents but do not include 
the negative impact that the rail service could have on bus patronage. 
 
 

                                                 
1 Commonly known as “the south sub”, “the sub” or the “ESSR”, it is referred to as “the sub” in 
this briefing 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1080.htm
http://download.edinburgh.gov.uk/Transport/FinalReportESSR.pdf


 
 

 
Policy Context 
 
Policy PT22 of the City of Edinburgh Council’s Local Transport Strategy 2007-
2011 commits the Council to work in partnership with the rail industry and 
others to promote new rail schemes where appropriate, including the re-
introduction of passenger services on the sub. 
 
The South East Scotland Transport Partnership (SESTRAN) regional 
transport strategy 2008-2023 states “The re-introduction of passenger 
services on the Edinburgh South Suburban Railway is not currently supported 
by Transport Scotland. SEStran wish to see proposals for this under-utilised 
resource taken forward and will support the proposals.” 
 
While the reintroduction of passenger rail services on the sub is supported by 
the city and regional transport authorities it does not feature at all in the 
following national railway policy documents: 
 
Scotland’s Railways: A supplementary document to the Scottish 
Government’s National Transport Strategy, published on 5 December 2006, 
which sets out a 20 year strategic vision for the development of Scotland’s 
railways. 
 
High Level Output Specification: This document, published on 13 July 2007, 
establishes the outputs that Scottish Ministers expect Network Rail to deliver 
between April 2009 and March 2014 (known as Control Period 4).  It is 
possible that re-opening the sub to passenger services could be included 
under the unlisted Tier 3 projects, i.e. those projects the Scottish Government 
would like to see implemented but are not committed to supporting. 
 
Route Utilisation Strategy Scotland: published by Network Rail in March 2007 
this document sets out Network Rail’s key development priorities for 
Scotland’s railway over the next 10 years. 
 
Without the support of Scottish Ministers, who fund and direct Network Rail 
operations in Scotland and subsidise the ScotRail franchise, it is difficult to 
see how the reopening of the sub to passenger services could proceed. 
 
E-Rail 
 
Separately from governmental action the Edinburgh firm McGregor Chartered 
Surveyors has established a company called e-rail, which aims to lever in 
private finance for the capital costs of reopening of the sub.  The private 
finance would be obtained from the increase in development land value 
resulting from the reopening of the line.  The Edinburgh Evening News 
reported on 19 February 2007 that e-rail had been pledged some £8.5m 
towards the reopening of the sub. 
 
Scottish Government Action 
 
The previous Scottish Executive provided funding to the City of Edinburgh 
Council to support the study into the feasibility of reopening the sub to 
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http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/internet/Attachments/Internet/Transport/Local_Transport_Strategy/Final_LTS_March_2007.pdf
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/internet/Attachments/Internet/Transport/Local_Transport_Strategy/Final_LTS_March_2007.pdf
http://www.sestran.gov.uk/RTSinfo.html
http://www.sestran.gov.uk/RTSinfo.html
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/157764/0042650.pdf
http://www.transportscotland.gov.uk/uploads/documents/high-level-output-specification-July-2007.pdf
http://www.networkrail.co.uk/browse%20documents/rus%20documents/route%20utilisation%20strategies/scotland/scotland%20rus.pdf
http://www.e-rail.org.uk/index.html


 
 

 
passenger services.  The new administration has not made any statements on 
this issue. 
 
Scottish Parliament Action 
 
The sub featured in a Member’s Debate on Park and Ride Sites (South 
Edinburgh) on 21 March 2007.   
 
Relevant Parliamentary Questions 
 
S2W-29029 - Susan Deacon (Edinburgh East and Musselburgh) (Lab) 
(Date Lodged 11 October 2006): To ask the Scottish Executive what 
consideration is being given to reopening the Edinburgh South Suburban 
Railway. 
 
Answered by Tavish Scott (9 November 2006): We are aware of the 
SESTRAN aspiration to reopen the Edinburgh South Suburban Railway, and 
the feasibility work that has been undertaken. We are considering this 
alongside development of our forthcoming National Transport Strategy and 
associated rail policy document Scotland’s Railways. A decision on the 
Edinburgh South Suburban line will be made following publication of these 
documents. 
 
 
Alan Rehfisch 
SPICe Research 
15 October 2007 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petitions briefings with 
petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments on any 
petitions briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petitions briefings is correct at 
the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these briefings are not 
necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent changes. 
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http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialReports/meetingsParliament/or-07/sor0321-02.htm
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